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DETAILED ACTION 

Amendment/Response 

1 . Acknowledgement is made of Response filed March 31, 2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4, 6-8, and 10-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Uchida (US 5,067,573). 

Re claims 1, 10-11, and 15: Uchida teaches a portable a data terminal (electronic tablet 
1), comprising 

a top portion (upper half 3); 

a bottom portion (lower half 4) attached to the top portion, the bottom portion comprising 
a handle (26, 26a, 26b in fig. 2-3; col. 4, lines 15-26) with a stylus compartment (pen receptacle 
23) therein; and 

a stylus (14) of the portable terminal (1) housed within the stylus compartment (23; see 
figs. 1-3; col. 2, line 32 through col. 4, line 68). 

Uchida teaches the data terminal (1), which is preferred to as an electronic notebook, 
tablet, slate, or rectangular box-shape (col. 2, lines 32-38). 

It would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the rectangular box-shaped data terminal as taught by Uchida to 
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the hand-held terminal as claimed in the instant application in order to provide a compact data 
terminal, which can be comfortably hand-held/handheld by the user. Such modification would 
have been an obvious expedience to an artisan. 

Re claims 2 and 12: Uchida teaches the top portion (3) further includes a display (13; col. 
2, line 64 through col. 3, line 9) and a key pad component (15; col. 3, lines 7-9) of the portable 
hand held terminal (1). 

Re claims 4, 6, and 13: Uchida teaches the handle (26) comprising a bottom opening 
(29a; col. 4, liens 27-35) that enables a stylus (14) to be pulled out from or pushed into the 
handle (col. 7, line 45 through col. 8, line 3). 

Re claims 7-8, 14, and 16: Uchida teaches the data terminal further comprising a lock 
component (locking mechanism 43 in figs. 7A and 7B; col. 6, liens 6-40) that engages the stylus 
in the stylus compartment (23; col. 6, lines 6 through col. 7, line 64). 

4. Claims 3, 5, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Uchida 
in view of Ehrhart et al. (US 6,722,569; hereinafter "Ehrhart"). The teachings of Uchida have 
been discussed above. 

Re claims 3 and 9: Uchida fails to teach or fairly suggest a communication component 
that communicates with a WAN or LAN network. 

Ehrhart teaches the portable handheld data terminal (10) further comprising an RS-232 or 
USB link to communicate with a host computer via a LAN/WAN (col. 15, lines 22-30; col. 1 5, 
lines 51-67). 

It would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the portable handheld data terminal comprising an RS-232 or 
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USB link to communicate with a host computer via a LAN/WAN as taught by Ehrhart to the 
teachings of Uchida in order to provide data communication between the handheld data terminal 
with a host computer. 

Re claim 5: Uchida fails to teach or fairly suggest the data terminal comprising a bar 
code reader. 

Ehrhart teaches the portable handheld data terminal (10), which is a bar code reader (col. 
5, lines 36-65). 

It would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to integrate the portable handheld data terminal having the bar code reading 
capability as taught by Ehrhart to the teachings of Uchida in order to provide a in order to 
provide a versatile and compact data terminal/reader system, which provide greater convenience 
to the users for carrying a single device rather than a plurality of devices. 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments filed March 31, 2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The present claimed limitations, especially "the handle" as set forth in independent 
claim 1 for example, does not specifically distinguish from Uchida 5 s handle. Accordingly, the 
examiner respectfully retains the outstanding non-final office action as set forth above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimberly D. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-2402. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on 571-272-2398. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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June 12, 2006 



